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T R I P  R E P O R T

Transylvania is a northwestern region of Romania located in the Carpathian
mountain range. It has been part of Romania since 1918. Usually, when someone
hears the word “Transylvania” they think of Dracula. Most of the people believe
that this land doesn’t exist; they think it is a legend. In fact, Transylvania is as real
as Dracula is. Dracula, the most famous vampire, was a prince named Vlad Tepes
or Vlad Dracul and was born in Transylvania. He was the ruler of Wallachia
located in southern Romania. But I would dare to say Transylvania is much more
than Dracula. Transylvania, the land beyond the forest, is a wonderful region with
an ancient and rich history. There are sites that date back to the ancient people of
this land. 

It's a little known fact that our resident
accountant Claudia Pop is from

Transylvania, Romania! Here's a great
overview from her desk.
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The six Dacian Fortresses of the
Orastie Mountains are a proof of the
centenary civilization. They were
built in the 1st century as a protection
plan against the Roman Empire’s
attacks. The six fortresses-
Sarmisegetuza regia, Costesti
Cetatuie, Costesti Blidaru, Piatra
Rosie, Banita and Capalna (in Alba
County)- located in Hunedoara
County, are designated as UNESCO
World Heritage Sitea. Also,
Transylvania is the home of some of
Europe’s best- preserved medieval
towns, with pastel colored houses,
fortified churches and gorgeous
castles. Transylvania has a multi-
ethnic heritage that includes
Romanians, Hungarians, Germans,
Jewish and other nationalities- with
rich and beautiful traditions, and
friendly and welcoming people. 

Transylvanian castles are among the
most interesting attractions for the
visitors. There are a couples of them,
one more beautiful than another, but
the most well-known are Bran
Castle (Dracula’s Castle) and
Corvinilor’s Castle. Bran is located
near Brasov, in the southwestern part
of the region.  Its Gothic fairy- tale
structure is often associated with the
15th century Wallachian Prince Vlad
Tepes, the inspiration for Bram
Stoker's Dracula. 

While the connection between the castle and Vlad Tepes
is tenuous, the deep bond of local the villagers in the
legend is not. On the other side of the region, in the west
and near Hunedoara city, is the county with the same
name as its the 15th-century Corvinilor’s Castle, also
known as Hunyadi’s Castle. It is one of Europe’s largest
castles. With its gothic- renaissance architecture, it is
considered one of the most beautiful castles in Europe. It
has a sumptuous Knights Hall, which can be used for
functions or parties, as well as towers and buttresses
reminiscent of the medieval times.
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Cetatea Alba Carolina is the main
historical zone of Alba Iulia, the old
capital of Transylvania. It is a Vauban
fortress, the most impressive of its
category in the southeast of Europe.
There are also a couple of The Saxon
fortified churches with an incredible
history and gorgeous architecture, all
designated by UNESCO as World
Heritage sites. In the close proximity of
Brasov and Bran there is Biertan, a
fortified church with its massive 13th
Saxon towers.  The church in this
village is one of the strongest fortified
churches in Transylvania. It is the last
one that was built in the late Gothic
style with Renaissance influences.
Another similar church, Calnic, was
built around to a pre-existing 12th
century moated fortress and fortified
further, turning it into a church.  
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Its most valuable artifacts are the fresco fragments and the 17th century decorated wooden. Prejmer
is the largest fortified church in Southeastern Europe. Its walls are fourteen meters high and five
meters thick. This town was attacked fifty times by the Ottomans, but never once conquered. There
is an 18th century painted pulpit, and the church has two hundred and seventy-two rooms, each
belonging to one family in the village. Viscri is a charming village whose church was originally
built in the 12th century, but expanded and fortified by the Saxons in the 16th. The village and its
church are beautifully preserved. Dârjiu is an intriguing settlement of the Hungarian dynasty,
Szekely. The church and the village were ordered built by the Saxons. Saschiz’s fortifications are
charming ruins, an example of how failing to adhere to the successful village layout would bring
doom: Saschiz’s fortress was not to the center of the village, but instead outside of it, connected via
a tunnel for villagers to escape to through. 



Valea Viilor was constructed by Saxons for Hungarian settlers, and its church was built
around a former, smaller church. Also, there are a number of museums, one more interesting

than the other. The most notable are: The Unification Museum in Alba Iulia, the
Ethnographic Museum in Brasov, the National Art Museum in Cluj with collections of
weaponry and Romanian paintings dating from the Middle Ages, the National History

Museum of Transylvania in Cluj, the ASTRA Museum of Traditions and Folk Art (ASTRA)
in Sibiu with original dwellings, workshops, and churches from around the country, and the

Bruckental Museum in Sibiu, which is Transylvania's finest art museum.



There are a number of interesting activities to do in
the region, such as biking, camping, caving, climbing,
fishing, hiking, nature walks, rafting, skiing, and
wildlife and bird watching. Transylvania Outdoor
Adventures & Parks is the administrator of the
national parks, which include Apuseni Nature Park,
the caver's paradise, Gradistea Muncelului-
Cioclovina Nature Park, Sarmisegetuza’s
archeological ruins site, and Piatra Craiului National
Park with its spectacular steep rocky walls, virgin
forests, and one of the world's deepest underground
abysses (Coltii Grindului shaft, - 1771 feet). The
Apuseni Mountain range, in the western
Carpathians, is a landscape of exquisite beauty and
mystery. Here, you'll learn about ancient legends of
mountain spirits and find rare species of wildlife,
along with 4,000 caves, many of which can be
explored. Scarisoara Glacier, a national monument,
shelters the second largest underground glacier on the
continent. Marginimea Sibiului, located in the
northwest of Sibiu, is the home of more than 18
traditional villages. The Moti Land (Tara Motilor) is
in the Aries Valley.  Moţi is the name given to the
inhabitants of this region. They live in scattered
villages at altitudes up to 4,265 feet and have
preserved their century-old traditions and lifestyle. 

Transylvania's cuisine displays a variety of flavors
with dishes spiced with thyme, red pepper or tarragon.
You should try the delicious Varza a la Cluj (a la Cluj
Cabbage), a Transylvanian version of lasagna. It is
meal baked with several layers of finely shredded
cabbage (fresh or sour), ground pork or veal mixed
with rice and bacon. Transylvanians are not only
artisans in producing fragrant, pleasant and light
wines, but also sophisticated double-distilled liquors
made with fruit, particularly plums, apples, and pears,
and aged in mulberry tree or oak barrels.

Visiting Transylvania would be
an unforgettable experience.
Dracula’s legend may be your
first attraction, but as soon as
you get over there, you will fall
in love with the Land Beyond
the Forest. 

The popular name is palinca, horinca or
rachie. The most famous vineyards are
located in the Tarnava area. Because of its
cool climate and sloped ground stretching
from the two rivers, they are able to
produce a very good, quality wine.
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